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ORACLE E-BUSINESS SERVICES WHITE PAPER
Personalizing Standard Oracle E-Business Suite Reports Using BI Publisher

     
PROBLEM STATEMENT: “Standard Oracle Reports are too difficult to read”

The standard Oracle E-Business Suite Application modules each provide a baseline set of 
transactional text-based reports. While these reports are useful as a baseline, the main 
recurring challenge is readability.  Standard Oracle Reports generally contain too many un-
necessary fields or sub-totals which make them too long and challenging to use.  Below is a 
summary of the general pro and cons:

Pros      Cons
Covers most Oracle Transactions      Layout is difficult to read
Robust set of run-time parameters      Too many different reports
Query logic validated by Oracle

Standard Oracle Report Sample
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SOLUTION OPTION: Re-format Standard Reports Using BI Publisher

What is BI Publisher?

BI Publisher is an Oracle supported technology that allows users to specify alternate layout 
templates for standard Oracle Reports using Microsoft Word or Adobe Acrobat desktop 
applications without needing to open the Oracle Report itself.   

Layout templates are uploaded to the Oracle Applications using a standard form and attached 
to the baseline report.

When running the report, Oracle Applications overlays the data from the baseline report file 
with your customized layout to create the desired PDF output.

Benefits:
 User tool.  Users can enhance layout without needing to know Oracle Reports or SQL, or 

needing to create a modified Oracle Reports File.

 Report logic and Parameters preserved.  All existing logic (Validated by Oracle) is 
preserved.

 Enhanced readability. Layout is in rich text and contains ONLY relevant fields.

 Quick development time.  Generally 4-8 hours per report depending on complexity.
Additional time may be required for adding new data fields.
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Examples of common re-formatted transactional reports:

External Documents Internal Reports
Invoice Accounts Receivable Aging Report
Purchase Order Accounts Payable Aging Report
Check Open Order Report
Packing Slip Inventory Material Transaction Report
Sales Order Acknowledgement Purchasing Accrual Reconciliation Report


